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CONFIDENTIAL. 

(5548.) 



Papers respecting the Construction of Turkish Railwaye in 

Asia Minor. 


No. 1 . 

Remarks by Sir White appltjiny h different British Schemes for the Construction nt 

Turkish Raituftijs in Asia. 

LOUD SALISBURY has sen' me the copy of a communication made by 
Mr. Pender to His Imperial Majesty the Sultan on the subject of railways. I have 
seen Mr. Vcre, who is the agent of the Eastern Telegraph Company, and hare 
ascertained from him that ho has spoken to the Grand Viaicr on this question, but 1 
do not see any immediate prospect of the attention of the Porto being given just 
now to any Asiatic railway scheme* 

Every few weeks some scheme of this kind is talked of at Pern, and some foreign 
Ambassador is credited with giving it an immense amount of support, whilst an 
active and energetic agent is supposed to be on the eve of success, after which he 
takes his departure, and the entire scheme, which was to be so successful, drifts 
into obscurity and is forgotten. 

At this present moment there are still two such schemes in the field, one 
English and the other Preach. The former is the project for the extension of the 
lamhlirHaidar Pasha Kailway ; the latter, the French one, is that of M. Donon, of the 
“ SnehSttf (tos Depots et Coraplc- Commits,’' which has, however, been losing ground 
latterly. 

Instructions were sent me with regard to the above in Foreign Office despatches 
Nos. Ill and 118 of the Mi and 17th May, in the latter of which was inclosed a 
Memorandum hy Air. John Stuniforth. 

As Lord Salisbury has expressed a wish to hear what I have to say on the subject 
of the various Asiatic railway schemes, I propose speaking my mind openly in this 
Memorandum with that freedom to which his Lordship has accustomed me for some 
years past. 

The Turkish railways tn Asia are a subject of primary importance to us, not 
only commercially, but also politically and strategically, and on that account we 
should he hound to give to any scheme which embraced all these different interests 
a very considerable amount of support. 

Indeed, in the year 1872 a Parliamentary Committee sat on the Euphrates 
Valli ■ y Railway, and 11 in advisahillty oI 1 giving nmtoria 1 si i pport, ov evenagiiaranteo, 
tn such a railway had already been advocated at that time* 

More than thirty years have elapsed since the Trq§ty of Paris, and eight British 
Ambassadors have been here since. The importance of this question has been Mi 
all along without obtaining any practical result, Future historians will, no doubt, 
wonder Sow so few important results were accomplished after the conclusion of the 
Crimean War, when British interest in the East was stEH fresh, and our influence 
paramount aiul shared only with France* 

But withbul any digression, 1 Ibink no argument is needed io prove the truth of 
the following propositions;— 

L It w an osscutmlly British interest that there should be railway communica¬ 
tions established throughout Asiatic Turkey. 
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%, It is desirable that this should be a British enterprise, anti should not fall 
into French or Frauoo-Rugeiaai hands. 

3. It h essential that, it tiimild be a sound financial undertakings and should 
nol require (a- expect any material ftupjKtft whatever from Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment, 

■J-, The great difficulties tor obtaining a Concession of this kind must not be 
overlooked, and the alleged propitious disposition of the Sultan, knowing his irresolute 
and suspicious character, must not be counted for too much in its favour* 

Lord Salisbury has been told that the Sultan himself has suggested the desirability 
of a British proposal being put forward, and his surprise ni none being forthcoming, 
whilst “ agents of various nationalities, French, German, &e., supported by their 
Diplomatic Reyraneiitatives, were pressing for extensive Concessions and commercial 
advantages^ 

In tins form 1 Ho above assertions appear In me strongly open to doubt. 

It is true that His Imperial Majesty lias spoken to me myself occasionally, and to 
lire Right Honourable J. Chamberlain nine months ago, at an audience lie gave him, 
at greater length* on the subject of Asiatic railways, but it was always in general 
lerms, and asking fov assistance and advice, but never in the precise form which is now 
reported. 

As hi foreigners pressing for u (Am cession, there bus been for some months only 
one, namely, M. Donou, whnte chances are reported as being at a rather low ebb at 
ibis moment. 

There is no foreign Company m oxustoiitic in the Turkish provinces in Asia* and 
11 ye four short linos there are every one held by British capitalists, as maybe seen, 
with other particulars about them, in Mr. Bax-Ironside's Report which aeeompanied 
my despatch N<>. 1-8* Coxtui^rdal, of the Slid ApriHasi, 

What happens generally is that some enterprising stranger arrives at Constanti¬ 
nople (I am not speaking of" our countrymen id one), bears railway schemes favourably 
spoken of, and is assured by local friends that* if he cun secure powerful diplomatic 
support, Sui advantageous Concession is sure to ra)niy his t midlife. He set* to work 
directly to insure this, i|idte regardless of ihe numerous oilier difficulties which have to 
lie surmounted, ami it is only then that bo Bads out that the real support which is of 
any value must be got at the Palace, and that for money, the price being under such 
id ruin stances enhanced by increasing compel i (ion. An unsuccessful contractor goes 
iuvnv disappointed after months of fruitless exertions, and makes his own Fmbftssy 
responsible for bis failure. 

Both in Scrm aiul in lloutnauia (in the former mol ao very long ago) foreign sup¬ 
port luid been instrumental in obtaining railway Concessions: which were ultimately the 
enuio, by failing lo perform their obligation^ of much internal trouble and considerable 
pecuniary loss to those young kingdoms, wliibl the countries which gave these Com* 
panics diploma tie support and patronage snIVered for a Song lima afterwards in loss of 
influence* 

The proceeding ol Baron Ltirseh in Turkey are well known, and gave a ratal blow 
io the eonlldouco formerly ffelt by Turks in foreign promoters. 

It is not easy Lo judge from a distance the difficulties in obtaining railway 
Concessions in Turkey, and the greatest of these is the Sultan himself, as no one can 
*nv positively whether Ills Majesty is really desirous W have mi extensive network of 
railways constructed in Asia, or whether he is not, The Sultan always speak^ as if he 
were, but very well informed persons doubt his sincerity in the matter, and affirm the 
contrary. 

At anv rate, in overcome I Lis Majesty’s lies!tatiou, a novel mode d proceeding has 
lately been inlradnecul in pressing a project of this kind on his attention, as they hnvo 
in be accompanied with an often: of a ready sum to be advanced to (he Imperial 
Treasury as an equivalent for real or ideal advantages to be scoured liv the Con cession. 
If such an offer cattles til n moment when the -Treasury is particularly pinched for 
nmney it may help to carry the point., though even this is not always certain. 

A similar method was followed by the Smyrnn-Cassajja Railway Company for the 
purpose of obtaining an extension m isRo. and h again being tried by ihe Haidar 
Pasha Company for a similar object, 

This method of temptation by advances in cash to the Imperial Government does 
i i j j exclude, however, tile ox tensive use which has In be made nil Ihe same of 
“ bhektiush " N tor the purpose of gaining the support of influential persons; and in. 
ibis IteSj in my opinion, she chief and almost maiumountabL impedEnieut which 
hij] it At eft against a British Embassy coming forward as the patron and active supporter 


f] t railway or any other Corie^tioriR in which money has tn be spent in this way in the 
Ottoman* Empire, 

But when ever tile Asiatic lines come to be spoken ol, f cannot help feeltug Mini 
uv tiavc no singh'adequate general scheme which wo could recommend cons|icntioutiy 
without plcdHn ,r our®Y&s for this or that Concession* but only on general political 
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geously for out political or strategical Interest. 

Our main intorastlios in a railway line joining 1 lie port (if Alexandra ta with some 
place ■.■n (he IVvsEais Gulf, and taking in the points of most importance in Asia, 

In one seme even the T&midt-Haidar Fash a Railway is considered by scum- jxii-.sdss 
as not properly coming within the framework which it is out interest to see emi- 
sfraete'd, but. Her Majesty^ Embassy has been told repeatedly by the Foreign 
Office to support ifs exteiisiom 
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engineers* to be recommended by (heir Govurnifipita, wbu would work on I, [i regular 
practical scheme of a network for Asiatic Turkey, with accurate statistical Tables of 
tbe income which might be derived Irani such lines, after which it would be possible 
lo seek the support of a sound [inaneEat Syndicate for their construction. 

In my Stumble opinion, it is highly desirable that Her Majesty’s Go vein meat 
should call for such a preparatory suhemc from our own Intelligence Department* 
who would no doubt be able to give valuable confidential advice as to what it is 
desirable fov us to support, and what to eschew, with regard to these railways, after 
which the Foreign Office would hive a basis enabling El to give specific instruct tom 
to this Embassy as jtbc occasion might, aviso. 

Similar advice is given io the Forte by a Ios&t joumahst in an article of which 
an extract te inclosed. 

(Signed) W. A, WHITE. 

TV- 1 erupht, ,h hj 21. 1 $ & 1 . 


TncInsure in No. I. 


BXtraeifrQm the “ LorcnF Herald 31 of July 4 1S67. 

M, DON ON oftit ratouvito a Paris. Noun no pretendons pas mi voir jusqn’u quel 
point sa prt&fliicc ici a pu avantager son piojel de chcinius do for. Dos Gvenements 
diplomaiiquc.s toeents nnt montr6 quo la Uussie ct la France sc domnnK In main dans 
la question Orientate* Cc fast ddmoutn:* cntrVtutraH dieses, la porspicacit6 pro- 
pi dtique de I'autcuv d'unc brediure sans dale mtituhto: “La Rustic, l*Burope* 
ct FOvicnl/ 1 ayant paru El y a environ Eroia ans, et qni* bum ipt’ellc ait- etc pen 
romnvqiicc :i cat to epoque, ne manque certrs pas d.c m^rite. La hvoclmrc cst due it la 
plume d J un des Juges au Tribunal liitcriiational flgypticn ct revile lb praftmd ponsevu’, 
II lions scruit iinpoBsilde do nfeumev id ioulc la pcuscc do Pautciu\ mais nous pouvons 
fatre observer quo des refloxions ftembtables uux si|innog out pu surgiv ponduut cm 
itarnici-s joura dans 1'esprit dcs hommfft (TKtai Ottomans, s'if on ti dtd amti, cc& 
I'dfloxLons iiim>nemient lies conclusions pratiques, teller quo, par cxomple, d'dvitor tout 
central: hfUif pour les ebemius de tor dbVtie avee un Syudicut Fraucyiis* II eat 
inutile d'examiner id si M. Beuon pent disposer des “bftjOOO^tOO dc fraucs vet]mu pour 
ccttc entropriae, e'est lit son affaire. Mais on (icut thmirtmter si, on pn^enco du 
groupement politique tout rdceiumout vevcld lc pvojct lAaiiirais offre lb meiltaure dcs 
combi uaiftoiss, d e'est b’v I’alia ire de la Partem Quant a ta quest ion g die rale de la 
const ruction ilea voles IV-trees on A sic, lo < hnivijuiemenl Ottoman no doit pas s'em 
iuquictor. Ton! ec qii’il tout, cVst que la I'ortc fnssc cOiinaHrc ce qiildlt: vent, qu'ellc 
prasente im prnjot ah bon cndioit oi les ebuuiins do fer seronL cinislruifs. l.a seule 
diffieultd cs(, quo la Porto ne fait pas counaitve ce qu’olk vent H que les homines 
tiu premier ordro no vcnlenl pas oinplpycr lour temps h lo olimdiiT. Lc systomc radius 
luiqucl on obi stmt en Turquio les coiu'esftioijs d’enliiespi-ises indnstriollcs jmufc d'nno 
Ion qui eloigue loft gdis qui lamrraioiit lo mieux server les iidev^ts do 1'Empiic 
on Ini pracurant un rescan enmptat ti>i idiomi tu do for en Ajtic. i! Fgum ut qun h^ 










ilnancicrs suriciLx t; its iogdnieurs qui sour incontestablomcut ^ m£mc dcx&utor 
I'cuuvre don l In Tmquie a besom hr viendront p?is daw* le pays en misgion exwtarative. 
Mais si in Forte vouJait fake an voir ii iiii Uoimnic capabk et t!<M[jdtont quellcs attat leu 
ligncs qiik-ltc vent E'nit'L,' construim, ct quellos dpnditions cl|fe ofFro il net fcfFct, hi 
conclusion thi contrat ne at limit pn» attowlra Lcb capitaux abandon! ot scat ajmeoiil 
disfirmihlcs pour toutc outre prise tond&nt u ddvcloppcr le uomineratu Co qui retirtdc 
E’ttiivre dca ehctiiins do for (FAaie, e f esl qua la For to \txmn TinitMiYo aux spdculateurs 
on collections an lieu dVnbiptor et dc prpclnimev, on fait do oliaminl do for, uae poli¬ 
tique rakonnahlc ot pratique de nature 11 attircr it sou aide les ptua puissantcs spdcblit^ 
t i mo ]’ Europe posse do pour cotto sorto d'uut reprises. M. Demon cocupft ksau rdrUCnt unc 
liCrtaiiie position dans le morale financier, do mujne quo M. Brian gor, qui csl It? 
principal appui financier d'un autre projefc phis modcsto. Loufcfoia, ils no aont ni 
Ibm ui In utre de- fUiauekws du lout prom tor ordre, d il depend uuimiemcnl dr 
In Turquir-do placer Timircpmc do tics eUotuiius do for ontre les mains d'hommes du 
premier ordre. Brel, si I’ou songc u ties recants fivdnemcnta politiqiaes, fort sugge&tifs, 
oomuio on ditj lo projilt Francis, prdud par M. Donon, paraft cxigcr tie mftres 
rtifkmoiit,. Quoiqu'il t?ii soii, la Porte pourrait voir octto oeuvre tmeux accomplic, son 
credit plus preretirement mlcvd, et la confl&noo a son iSgatd Irion plus grande sur Eos 
matches Europeans, on <nm£hn( Tent reprise ft des homines du premier ordre, II 
u'exiBte pas in moiudre dilHeulIu a cct egarri, 11 osl unlquememt nfoegsiure, nuu& h* 
riSpdtona encore uno fois, qnu 3 a Forte disc ea qu'cllc veut on fait do ckeminB do For cE 
qudie.s .soul los oohditions qu’ollo on loud olTrir. Lorsquc les grands rmautiers cE los 
liommcs ih: haute eomp$teneo emistatcToni qui; le terrain eat solido, ils n'hdBiteroiit jins 
a sc presenter d ai inaioher de rnvnnt. 


flVr Office to Ffif’irjyi OffHrt‘,—Nowfobtr fl.) 

(yoerat.) 

^jr. War Officv f No\smlm 4| 1987- 

.1 AM directed hy the 8eortilur> of Slalo ior War to acknowlcdgo Eho receipt oi 
tlie loiter uddri'sscd by sir Villlow \AsUiv to Iho Deputy QuarEorniador-General on 
I be 27th August mat, requesting to be favoured, lvit-ii any observations (bat Mayu- 
UtiKinl Praekciihury may tiavo lo oiri?i- ini I bo tiulosed Monicmndum by Her 
.Mnjdsly'H AuihasHudor at Comtnntinn]de p rclnlivo to the dilli-rent BHt iab Ntdicmes for 
the conatmelion of mihvays in Asia Minor. 

En reply, 1 um to fomvnrd to yon, Tor the in formation of Lord ShlUbury, hvn 
Alcmcmnda upon this aubjoot, mio by Major-Ejiuiiu'iil Hrnckcnluiry, and the other by 
Captain LeYcraon, R.E-, oi' tlio IntelligL'nep liiimeh of this Ufileo. 

[ lif.vbp &«. 

fSitruedf ilA LPll THOMPSON. 


iwinsure 1 in No. L 1 . 

Mfifinrtimhtm by Mujtir-fintend tfrar'fanbury, 

(Secret.) 

Silt W. WLIITJ3, in his Momottnidum, states (bat Mr. Uliamberkm advised 
iSnr Sultan '* to appoint a Commission of foivigu eugincerH, to be I'ocommeudod hy 
thoii-OoYcmiiiontH^vho would work out a regular practical scheme of a network of 
railways for Asiatic Turkey, with acoumtv statistical Tables of the income which 
imglit bo flerhod fnun such Sines. M Sir \V, While adds that, in Ids npiuioiq " it is 
highly dettimblo that lor Majesty’s (jovei-imieul Hlicmld call for such a preparatory 
sc I ni no from our own Intelligence Departmcnt t who would no doubt be able to give 
valuable conMcutia] rulvieo ns lo what ii is desirable IVn u.s to support and what to 
eschew, with regard lo these milwjjfrtw " 

It would not, J fear, lid possible for the tnlelligeiu v Brtuioh of the AVer Office to 
( i it pan 1 Buoh a regulm pmclk-al scheme or hiteli stalislital Tables; nor would such 
a duly come uttltiti the sphere of those objects for which this Branch was created. 

Sir w r White, tu Ids Momoitiiuhim, however, mokefc (be two followiog slatemtmls, 
on both of which il comes within lhe province of this Branch to olVov some 
remarks:— 

“ Turk Kb railways in Asia are a subject of primary import trace to Ua, not only 
commercially, but also politically andMrutcgicfclly 




t[ Out main interest lies in a railway line joining the i>ort of Alexaudietta wtlb 
some? place rot the Persian Gulf, twd (atdug in the points of most tmpnrlauv 

3!l A $kuvl time since l should have agreed with Sir W. White lhal railways in Ah, 
jUnoi were a subj[>pl of primary importance to us strai^icMly, for 1 bold a lu-m h'Awi 
that the best wav’for us to fight Ifu^ia udicn the time comes would be h\ hn '»id e 
j | „ 'ih ipkiwli 'limy in T’mus-Cauofi^ia, and l I'occtnt!y hold an equally him bcliel thul out 
liwimiould occmIou arise, be IVoely and successfully spent to obtain the 
^rviees of that army- But in view of Lord Salisbury s opinion, exjire&ed hi ln> 
(U'^naleii of 'lie litHirAngus! Lo I hi: Sirnyiaiy of Slate foj Uar, that it is an eeilam us 
say political farticaat can be that in a wav with Riusua Great_Britain will never haw- 
eomimlid oftbcTuipKbavmy, f faiHo sec what strategical iniportancc them can be 
lo this nation in railways in Asia Minor, lor [ take i< nothing can be more: certain 
limn lliai we shall never send troops into Asiatic Turkey except ns She allies nl Uic 

uuiivka against Russia. _ , .. . 0 , ,, P xvl ►. . 

Then, ua regards (he Lira? in which our main imerest is said by Sir W > \\ lute in 
Up ii jLppears to me that, speaking always from the strategical point_oT view, lln 
f'u eh rates Valley line, or any other line from the Mcditei'raniuiEi to tire Icisinn VflMi* 
has losl nmeh of its impoVt;ra<:e. Wore aujsi a line created, its value In us for 
military irarposcs would dtspcml upon two factors: friendly ncutraliiy ol a Lnrkjw 
suflloti ntlv strong to protect itself agniusl llussia, and w|Mg to allow ns ^ use the 
tine fur llic postec of troops; and the complete ciomniand oi the Meditci-raneai] mu 
Pcinum Gulf without which it is useless. If w| were in n position to command II,c 

-tllimu.. Turkov fisd uf Persia inn war against Russia, 1 should attach the uUnoss 

imporlanr-e (o :, railway From the MedElcrmncan to the FflrtWU (Julf V but l ersia \m 
slipped out of our hands; and Lord Salisbury'^ dcspuleli miplies if E mid it aright, 
that the game is up in regard to Turkey, 

So Iona us we have complete command of the Al.cditcrraiicaM, ue cun use the 
Canal, and if Ihal is Sdocked, the railways through Egypt : + &ud ! ISiinl-r 1L-■ atijal 
■jutn of time between the Mediterranean and ICuiAeui, which is the solo ivuiaiiiiny 
"dvnuUigo to ho gained for ns by snob a railway, is not of siiflioienU«Um ? make (in. 
IhiefiF iirimarv impoitunce to Gival Britain under exuding political cnndittons. 

Assuming it, however, to be still Great Britain’s oh j eel that the absorption of 
Asiatic Turkey by Iti^in dmuld be delayed, the question 01‘iSOS whfiHlcr the csni- 

Mi-uction ut a railway such as that projected hv \Sir IL Stephens. } > 

Mi. Ba.vA'roimidc, hi bis tiespatoh of tin? 2flt1i Mawdj la»bi^onimended, a. 
imderabuul, bv Mr, V, OmLlitol to the Sultan, or the Alt-Scetolder one which toi . 
White, in Ids'despatch of tlie Lfttli ultimo, hope, will now jc earned tbrougb, will 

IULstci j cw delay that-absorption. . .. , r . , 

Itotli of I hose projects have for theb chief feature a main hue l 'uumgk warn Cw 
Sft L of Marmora parallel to the Uusho-T urkish fmnlior. But >iv L. Stophcnson > 
proposed till" rum! much n&rcv to tluil Wmtki, passing Ihrnugh Sjvns khavpu(,aud 
Van, to the kershm frontier at Khotour; while tht Alt-Scetolder me passes h\ 

Ahorora and IvaiMivith to Diarbokir. ... ± . . ■■ , 

" Now, a railway rnuumg parutl.I to anil nol fur fnom the (rentier is uonsidored 

nceesssuT for stniteglcfll ptil-pusi‘s by European State* possessing highlj org^pd 
:imiles ami matured ptiuifl mobilijifttEon, Eind. niuncrous bncs by w huh then 
e;ui be brough 1 with great faeiffty to (be frontier—bn- il facilitate coimcnlratjou ut 

anv one threatened point. .. ,,, - 

' But for u ecmitry in siieti ti baekvaiil slab- of military organisation as lurkcy, 

Ei'ditlir' alone against sn powerful a nation as Bu^ki, it is uu open question, to uy 
nnnd, whet her u railway such as Sir I!. StopbeiuHO» J H woukl not be ensured hj juwBi 
a! her iioxl udvaiiec >eF frontier, and Lbeu hcuome m her hands :i ihiuci lul itiblunnoti 
for furl I niv aggrassion 3u the tliiatlton of Ulc 8ea oi Marmora. , 

Thu AU-Seofekb r lint scoma lc^s open to this objeclton, bring Unlaw tumpuid 

from (ho frontiofi . nnjiSBrwiinov 

(^i,raeiT) HENRY BRACkEMiUln , 

Mu so r- 0 ra!, ly.iJJ. 


Intcffiywicc itranch, ItVo 1 
September 7i 1SST. 
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In closure 2 in Ni>< 3. 

Memorandum. by Captain Lcnerso h, on the ^trateyiraf Consideration* involved <*i the 

question of Runways in Aria Minor, not excluding tJit possibility of coMbined action by 
Great Britain and Turkey against Russia. 

KROM a strategical pond of.view the question of Ash Minor railways may bo 
broadly considered under two headings, via. :— 

!, As affecting our commit meat ions with India and the East, 

% As affecting military operations in Turkey in Asia nod Trans-Caucasia 
Railway communication hot ween the Mediterranean and the Persian Gulf is a 
well-worn theme, and one tJmi lias been constantly debated in latter years. In 3S7 i 
and 18£3 it formed the subject of a Parliamentty inquiry. 'The Report of the Com¬ 
mittee, while pointing out the commercial and political advantages to be expected 
from Use cons! ruction of such a railway* shows considerable' diversity of opinion as to 
Us value for slie conveyance of English troops to the Bast. Under ordinary conditions 
(he Stuck Canal route 3iy which men can he sent without transhipment from the 
point of departure to i hut oF destination is uudotihlcdiy preferably especially where? 
a largo force Is concerned. In the event of tins Canal being blocked wo have tii present 
the railways through "Egypt to Fall back upon. The most, therefore, that can he said 
of a lino IliTiiugli Asia Elinor is that 11 would alibi'd an additional and somewhat more 
rapid route lolln 1 East, bid one far less convenient for military purposes than flic cum 
at proaonl, in use, The value of both routes depends, however, on our maintaining a, 
complete supremacy in the Mediterranean. Thin we should undoubtedly he able to do 
in Hie event of Russia being our only foe, but in Ihe not improbable contingency 
of some strong Maritime Power be Em: allied with her against us, it is by no means 
impossible that the Mediterranean might become a imrr rhiumm to our troop¬ 
ships, We should then have to look to the Uapn and Canadian Pacific routes for our 
'■oinmuniealicns with time East. 

Turning now in the question of the strategical value of railways in Asia Minor in 
the cyen.1 of Turkey rapug migftgcd \n hnsti'iit-ifiq there ap] mar to be three eases which 
may be considered, ri«. t— 

1. A war between Turkey and Russia, 

2. .V war in which Great Britain and Turkey fight on the one side, and Russia on 
the nther, Great Britain maintaining complete supremacy in ihe MediteiTcraoEUi. 

il, A war in which Great Britain and Turkey (fed on t-be one side, and Russia on 
the other, bin in which Great Britain is debarred from using the Mediterranean Tor 
targe convoys of hoops. 

The primary slratcgical object of the railways should he to enable the Turks to 
L'ljuteiitmte thdv troops n.1 threatened points,: and to move them from place to place as 
occasion required. This il appears would be best dl'eeted by a line or lilies rumpag 
through. Asia Minor imd connecting ConsImUinopUnvitli Ihe principal Military centres. 
Owing to (heir superior ■ u'ganisutimi and gmHor stab 1 of preparedness for war, it may 
almost be looked upon as a curia inly that the Russian* would assume the offensive* 
In laying out the railways great euro should therefore be laken to trace them sc Far 
from ihe frontier that (hey would run no risk of capture by an advance of the 
Russians Em mediately after the outbreak of hostilities, 

U. regards ilie western end "f the main line, Scutari, uv rather Haidar kasha, the 
terminus of (be evisliii^ railway toJ.smidt. is protected by (be fort i beat ions of the 
Ikiyphorus mi tin- one side, and by those of tin: Dardai i lles on the oilier, hut Hu&um 
or seme oilier port in the Sen of Mimuom would afford a still more jjbciuc point of 
departure, The Fermi mi's, whether a I Scutari or in the Sea of Marmora, would 
facilitate commnmeal ion emimiously between the (.'iipitol and Lin 1 distant portions 
of Asia Minor, and would render possible ihe (rimstor of troops from tlic European to 
the Asiatic theatre of war, and rice rrrsd, 

A Imninus on the Black Soa coast would he fraught with considerable danger, us 
it cun no longer bo assumed that if Turkey has in fight Russia single-handed she will 
lie able tu retain the command of that sea. 

lu tho event of England being allied to Turkey, a Rue from Constantinople 
through Asia Minor would lose none of its importance „ 

V-'Sumingt however, Ihe Meililuryauonn to be slid available for our transports* n 
point in or near I lie Gu3F ol' Iskamlorun would Ibrin a mere cen veutenfaml safer huso 
of operations, for mi English army of operations, and one nearer 1" the probabh 1 scanu 
of hostilities, than any point mi Ihe shun 1 * ot the Sea id" Marmora, and il would he, 
desirable I hut Hit? point selected should bo oonueoNl by milway with the main line. 


7 


The eastern terminus of the main line should certainly be on the Persian Gulf, or 
!,t Home Mint on the Euphrates or Tigris up to which the river is navigable tor large 
vessels not merely became through communication would thus he established, hut 
because it would give ns another convenient base from which to act in the event ol it 
being possible to dispatch an expeditionary force from India or our great South 

African or Australian Colonics. . . . , r 

tn the went of cur not being able to operate in Asia Minor trom the Medi¬ 
terranean, it van hardly he conceived that a ter min us in or near the Gull of Iskandcruu 
would be u source of danger to Turkey, for the Turkish Fled, assisted by ours, hi th 
Malta and Cyprus available n* coaling station*, would almost certainly bo able in 

nrrvont a lantUng in force by any other Power. . 1(1 , , , . 

Were we shut out from the Mediterranean, the Persian Gull would then become 

our only base for opera I ions in Asia Minor, . 

To sum up il appears that the lines which would be ol most use to luvkey, and 
at the same time, Free from danger, would be a main line from Constantinople through 
AHa Minor to the Persian Gulf, connected with another from some selected point, on 
the Mediterranean. Whatever lines are constructed should be safe (rom sudden 
capture by Russia, and those (hat approach anywhere near the Frontier should he fd 

,igh.. angles ami not pallet to it. JUUAN j. L15VERSON, 

Captain) R.E. t T)<A A>G. 

(For B.A.G.) 

(Bigtied) G, B. Bunn, Lieutenfint-CoianeL 

fnteUitjenre Brant-h, October ST, 

I have read thife Minute, and i coixcuv in the views expressed in it. 

(Signed) H. BRACKENBBUY, D.A.O. 

October 37, 1£S7. 


Nt>, 3. 

Sir W. White fa the Maryuk of BiAi.sk/nj.—(Received January S5.) 

(No. ri. Very Secret.) . , _ „ 1oac 

Mv Uord Constantinople, January t, ISoo* 

WITH mv despatch No. ;j?J of the 10th ultimo, marked Very Secret, 1 had the 
honour to return certain most interesting Me#brtmdums l:inrth sent me For perusal on 

the subject of Turkish Asiatic railways in general* . 4 

As that subject is one of very great interest, tasked Major 1 rotter, t,B v to guc 
it Ins attention from a military point of view, and I beg to inclose a copy ol the Secret 
Memorandum with which he has supplied me, with some poUtico-military considera¬ 
tions which appear to me to be deserving attention, 

I have, ike. 

(Signed) W. A, WHITE, 


Indosure in Ko. 3. 

Memorandum by Major 'Profit-■< 

(Secret,) . t 

I l.EARY, from a confidential eommunieiLtion made to me by Sir William White, 
tlLfxt, in considering the general question of the defence of India against Russian 
aggression, it Um been postulated l>y tho highest authorities that wc must not vmml 
cm an ailionco with Turkov, and that thh decision has been used in nmuciil ad quarrcis 
as a reason For our abstention from promoting the ocm struct ion oi railway* in Asiatiu 
Turkey, 

1 would, iiowoveiv venture to submit certain considcraiions a* showing very_y i:] oa 
reasons wiiy n'e should still interest aijraelves in tho promo lion of railway enterprise in 
Asia Minor, 

While Admitting that unibrtmmtoly the diplomatic history of tlic last raw yeure 
(especially of tlud period ivhon wc wore ajsparently on the verge of war with Russia 
aiicut tho Tonjdeh incident) makes the ahovc-quoted ileeisiou a necessary one, 
[ 127 ] » 














?“? tha !'. ™ lEii prepared to meet Russia on the Afghan frontier eahWiir 
iiKlcpenflenf ly of any assistance to be received from Turkey, yot, on the other lilmf 
ifco eijormo os advantage to be derived toy m from an alliance with Turkov \s no 

woVhUi IS ^ [ J° Ub ! ltia1, sJlo,Ljd ' vo ^d ourselves a fcwar with Rus«&, we 

horny in ^ to drftw Turke - V to 0l,r |E «W5t lie 

nrmmE]■ U.iSim" TST ^ 0 ” 3 ?r € f re in Mia - the ^till greater 

mr or v upon to make, are confined In 

In i\- 1 ' ?*! !’ ™ ^ ^ibontiej;, both at home and m India, appear to he agreed 

IHiidii ¥ni ^r ' am V“ Il,c , Turkestan omiirt* TZ north oft I 

7 I t r m " ™ l1, L V hl ' ou ? reak ^ ( ' hostilities, have to be abandoned, 
v'im mr h. < ^ p»\v and p}, ajM not milling prey to Hie Muscovite armies! 

c j t ra j : h 'JV, l ! ia ”? c with (ho Afghans, we take up a ddenrive position ai 
uVtftui 111 ■f J >' 1 t l ' SUn r; iJLTr nild (hat ^"^ssfally resist the first onslaught 
wm, I f S m ’ ] ,s nhv: 5 IS tliat ^ nh^ays liable to fresh attacks. The Russians 

S/ w T h r r aW f}n ** ~ ** « «»*» «s 

,1- i' ,i "T /'I ™« v 03 flv * h tfc only way of ohvEating 

br n b ^ c : J ' ft R,, ^ m ^rnpiWL Once tiostilit^ 
prohairiy lust for years, and itiore would he no tn& 
i ucon us and Fiustuu until one ot the two cmintrW has been completed v mchaiivti^ 

"S*** , ‘ , : v<, '‘* -*«■ W f«»n SttCT 

C-t'uti?il v '■ ' i ii 7 ft -Ihissiani awnv troisi all their recently conquered territories in 
rl, ' 1 ! "ft "? S? u ' ! v|w s, # ed tlw queteliou can conceive it possible 

"T ' 1 *' 1 Uy n,,ier aMian ^p Wfll "collect this, or 

in EurtoTOiS ' V 7 ^\ l KrWlT '" ub > 0ur oal ? Hope would lii 

lv ‘ .nvLl Ii r ■ r U< ft “ ! U, ft^ l,nd(!r * !C|, ^hi conditions, mid provided wo 

Kmf m0St hberal '- T> ,V,,Ulti * ert "'" 1 * lllC ^ »"* - 

„ nlI Jl,ly & *T «*t if Turii™^ <>ulv ally, Uuftsfa ,«n.M 

is*! i ■ > 511 i]K ^cionsivc m Ccntrt! Asia; in other words would Uw -i 

jimr cauMis alone, and would d&vota her energies to rn^tiin" Turkey und that the 
mmr .Mip,. to join .. 

^•M,ni 7 Jffl,to , to rt l U,C cxiati "B st “ toof »*P« Hito if wight perhaps 

,• lll , :l ^ l ™ .v«i*M' liino, if the HOW Hycmiting Ijow »hiI i|>o how ur-imraafioii 

”l' -.IwisliTn ’lei wn l< 1 'r? 'i' V > 6 every inilicati&hjon the Siiltaii’s jrart 

i o/o,'' ~‘T W “'Mbe tym ofpiitting uiidn-aniis, ineluitiiigutl roserre^ 

r,,ii , , V r wo were pttjtnred to pay ror llicir nwhiliatom mol nujnt.Hiamv 

, ; 1 i , ;,, , ,,i .‘“' i,,il s[r !^V " i,[l ««"«« "V»h<>«ld uiHlouliluaiy l X 
■J, i. -'hould liiii e ■ as uu xi I nines u verv large arinv, provided with r jfKj oriij 

“"C'l't'lk"' 1 iwa SUMS, -Mill will.oui sending a silrgto 

a “ tn * linheywe miglH cjuisiiadiroi^ittii wlikdi ivmild niHtoviollv nndcIffTlivclv aid 

'l^.TyW l T “r,-^ , Uis - 111,1 "‘ -|M.k -r .....».S »E 

, . b«lw« ibc nlhnnw- -.1 111.- Calijili would lx.. i., ,,i.r drorls to niisC the 

j.ui»u|jinnv>«l lho Cejitml Amoh Kliiuim,*. ugainat ihnir Hussion iiutslers n la-sult 

S'^iSlS roi-ecd, if war sltuuId 11nl.'.rimlan-lv 

\ i ' ‘ } ul ^ l[ V '? ord[ - u1 ,M U'suw our I|uict (msscssEon of India. ' 

A (hint, then, Iroin the political necessity of endeavouring In main tain iIlc best 

!-Z d wX' ,S ''-•^'"‘".-..HueatriM, toto which il' is no, 

' * ' ’ 1 In bo our wisest policy tn do everything that we can to 

[ ' ,,n f ll i m?1 ''^iany Whmv. m> can tin so without saeriiioing 
om own mtucsb for il must be homo m mmcUhat everyth in g that is dime in weaken 
j r C1 r V 1 ?^ ndd ?f h> ltussiii, wltiJsc policy m many ptitmlp Ijolievo, 

; ; "enck'al Igindccll on eic said openly to an in 11 non rial Turkish hrdm "tndrive 

ihr ‘ ftf India with the h'lp of ihe Ottoman ^ . . 

, ti ir heT'wLe ^'lhi t . < i“ u! r lUt I3ni1 llw! ittg remnrke loml to show thaE it would 
\ n, - . nf ■ I ],ol ! c ' m \ t ht l'^»utn railway .‘cmst-mdion in Alia 

Ml m r :sj>)s -Killy fts Ii hn§ ten shown in t.'aphdn Love toon’s (Kwnot) MouiEmmchmi 
■.I toe sti-ii logical Co ii sid c-rat tons involved ill 11 |e mic<diun «f vnilwavs ]n \sj-i Minin L 

" A 1 ! 1 ',.. ■y- 1 -- >bu< H.HtooswhtohUZh^SKwfofe: 

i'l r ,H si?'Uk M' ' !a rJ '" "idd he a main line [Vein OowrtnnllnopK 

. . . . .. r«« .. srim-hd 

'l””' l, , ‘- I* .MmthiBMHium, did aol omsid.-r (lie ..' 

isllgliuw licitig 1'Ugi.ftorl 111 nar mill Itnssin siiigl.-l.im,!,.,!, Turk.} lining ... i„ 


which ca^c I think there could he no doubt England would ho absolutely |>owcrle^ 
t.o operate agaiiwt Russia by land in Tians-Caucasia, and, for Mr of offending 
I ius4i, Turkey would he eompclicd to close tin; Dardanelles against our ships of war, 
ns, indeed, she h hound by International Treaty to do, and which, backed ufi by 
Austria and Germany, slip was actually preparing to dear Hio dime ilmt hostility 
uiipcared imminent between England and Russia about the Ecpdeli incident. 

In this case. 1 : also, the railway from Constnibinoplc through the heart of Asia 
M inor would still be ndvautngctiLis'to us, as it would ho a great source >1' strength to 
(he Tm-ks, and make them less afraid of hostile action cap the part of Russia. 

The 1 hrougli line from the Jlcditf rrauenn to the f'Oi'siati tlulf mi»kt also lie £>l' great 
llsc to lisi ill the improbable, bill not altogether Impossible, event of our being engaged 
in hostile .»peralioiis against Turkey ; and although I regaril snob an idea with horror, 
on ilw Mb.LvnneiU-Eoned grounds, 1 hat everything that weakens Turkey strengthens 
Russia, such a vail wav would give us access to Kurdistan and Mesopotamia, ibe 
Kurdish and Arab inhabitants of wbidi are bitterly disconienfed wiili fnvkish mh, 
■liieI would probably cordially welcome foreign help ro ™blo them £o free Eheinselvon 

nf the burden. t . . 

h is this Iasi cans i dorm ion, doubtless, that mlUwmcus the Ottoman authontie^ m 
ihe* didormihation they have undoubtedly come to, although ibcy Havir mu'er publicly 
admitted the fact, never to allow the const ruction of :l ihvOUgh line from Syria to (Tig 
Persian Gulf until the overland line fmm Constahlmoplc tn Diarbekir shall be 

(Sfncd) HBKRY TRO’JTBB, M&r, lt.ll., 

MitiHtrtj Attache. 

Con*-ii-'.»tinopk t January : b 1BS8. 












